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In a relay race all four participants win when the last teammate successfully crosses the finish line
before anyone else on the other teams. When we think of a church, we must often think in terms of a
relay race. In terms of this great work, the Apostolic Faith Church, Brooklyn, NY – the Reaching Church,
many of us that attend today can honestly say we did not begin the race. We did not start the church
or the ministries that are dedicated to help people experience Salvation and the deeper blessings that
God promises. As pastor, I am not the founder of the work, but actually the sixth pastor in a long line of
men and women who have held the baton.
The baton is the most important part of the relay race. No matter how fast or slow a person runs the
most important thing a runner in the race can do is to hold on to the baton while they are running and
make sure they hand-off the baton to the next runner successfully. For us today the baton represents
the gospel of Jesus Christ and the great gospel truth - the enduring traditions and beliefs that we have
followed for several generations. I encourage every runner to hold on tight to the baton because, “…the
race is not given to the swift, nor the battle to the strong…” Ecclesiastes 9:11.

Of all the participants on a relay team only one person on the team will cross the finish line. Although only one
person will finish the race, everyone involved in the race needs to have the finish in mind. The person who begins
the race must start with a good pace, setting up their teammates for success down the line. Those who come after
are responsible to maintain the pace that has been established. The worst thing a person on the team can do is
lose pace and momentum thus causing the final runner to have the energy and determination to finish the race
and maximum speed; it is no longer about maintaining—it’s about winning the race.
The Christian race has already been won!! Christ began the race by setting the pace for us and He is the one who
will come at the end and win the race! Hebrews 12:1,2 declares, “And let us run with patience the race that is set
before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith”.
This is not a 4 x 100 meter relay, this is a marathon relay. It has been going on now for over 2,000 years and it
began on the cross; Jesus handed us the baton on the day of Pentecost. Finally, we will be victorious when Jesus
comes again in the rapture! While we wait, let us be faithful holders of the baton. Even when we fall or even drop
the baton - let us get up, pick up the baton and keep on running. Let us maintain the pace and keep our eyes on
the pace setter—Jesus Christ the Lord.
In this edition of Koinonia we are celebrating those who have faithfully held the baton in the past and we are
celebrating those who have taken up the challenge to grip the ministry baton and continue to keep the pace of
this gospel race. We thank God for those who have held the baton in the past. Some of them have decided they
have run as much as they could, but in the best interest of their own personal well-being and the for the sake of the
race God has led them to hand over the baton.

WINTER 2018

2

For those who have been faithful in the past years let me say thank you. We could not have made it this far without
your dedication, prayers, and sacrifices to our church and to the gospel of Jesus Christ! To those who are grabbing
the baton - run hard for Jesus! God has called you for a time such as this. He knows the challenges of the road we
are running on in the early 21st century. To be sure it is difficult, but God has more than enough grace, spiritual
nourishment, strength, and energy that this leg of the race requires. This may be the leg of the race where we hand
off the baton to Jesus Christ himself! May this vision motivate us to run on!

Rev. Heraclio John Wyatt Jr.
PASTOR

LEADERSHIP

W E E K E N D

October 7th-8th
Our leadership Weekend was held on October 7th &
8th. During this time our pastor, Rev. John Wyatt Jr.
introduced his new vision for our congregation – that
we are “the Reaching Church”. He admonished us to
reach upward in worship, outward in love, inward in
truth, downward in compassion and across in
fellowship.
We were inspired with teachings from Min. Demetrius
and Sis. Linda Mc Elveen (Washington, DC) and their
youngest daughter Sis. Erica Mc Elveen (Philadelphia,
PA) as well as from Min. Xavius “Robby” Robinson
(Atlanta, Georgia).
Min. Robinson was the guest speaker during our 8am
Sunday worship service. The Lord used him to
minister to us about giving all of our frustrations to
God. During the 11am service, Min. Mc Elveen was
used by God to remind us that the message of the
gospel is as simple as peanut butter and jelly. Some of
us may never look at that staple food in the same way
following that powerful Word from the Lord.

-Min. Xavius Robinson
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"I count it an honor to have been invited to “The
Reaching Church: Leadership Retreat”. Surely the church
is better when we the leaders become better! As I reflect
on this powerful weekend, four key points remain at the
forefront: understanding the importance of
communication and its effectiveness, the critical role our
young people have in the church of today, embracing the
vision that God has given us to run with, and finally
standing firm in the authority we have been anointed for.
Leadership weekend enlightened and equipped me to run
full speed ahead with God as my strength to truly lead
his people."
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PRECIOUS
PROMISES IN
EARTHLY VESSELS
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This year's Women's Ministry weekend celebration
focused on a reminder that as women, "We Belong to
God" (2 Corinthians 4:7). The Spirit of the Lord used
Min. Sharon Allen to lead our Women's Ministry into a
spirit-filled weekend that began with a Saturday
gathering which consisted of prayer, an inspirational
word of encouragement by Sis. Rose Charles and a
women's panel discussion. Min. Sharon spoke briefly to
the women about stepping up for God, even if it means
being broken; but, it's through our brokeness that the
anointing can flow - it's about reaching out to others.

Women's Ministry
Weekend Celebration
October 28th-29th
table under an anointed message delivered by our
Sunday morning guest speaker - Sis. Blessing Mbang
from the Apostolic Faith Church in Washington, DC.
Her message was entitled, "Do Not Let Them Make
You Bitter - Your Story Matters". Sis Blessing
encouraged the women to try to endure whatever
situation they may be in; God needs women in the
gospel and our story matters. We must live for God our story will serve as a healing for someone else.
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Sis Rose Charles encouraged the women not to let
anyone despise our youth. We should strive to be
an example in love and to be an encouragement to
others. She emphasized the importance of being
mindful to watch what we say and do - especially
when we are among the unsaved. She concluded by
encouraging the women to be an example in Spirit,
in our faith and in purity.
Our annual Women's Day concluded our weekend
celebration. We feasted yet again as we sat at the
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PRAYER
BREAKFAST
October 14, 2017

Our first church-sponsored Prayer Breakfast was held
on Saturday, October 14, 2017. With visitors from our
local congregation, neighboring Apostolic Faith
churches and family and friends, we were treated to a
physical and spiritual feast.
The prayer breakfast culminated our 21-day Daniel
fast during which participants abstained from meats,
white flour-based products and added sugars, and
observed a special time of consecration. We ended the
fast together with delicious food and drink – pastries,
homemade bread, various breakfast meats, juices –
and an equally enjoyable time of praise, prayer and
teaching.
Our guest speaker was our own local minister, Rev.
Luella Stuart who talked to us about the “Weapons in
Our Arsenal". She spoke to us about using our sword –
the Word of God. She also encouraged everyone to
attend our weekly Wednesday prayer and Bible study.
She spoke about intercessory prayer – that we should
keep hammering and pray desperately.
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Another weapon that she discussed was praise, “a
weapon as old as eternity”. She told us that praise
should be a sacrifice of our lips coming from our heart,
not for entertainment but to glorify Jehovah as was
done in ancient times. Praise is our weapon of
offensive, while the sword is our weapon of defense.
May those words continue to ring in our hearts as we
fight the good fight of faith!
We are happy to report that all proceeds received
from the Prayer Breakfast – a total of $3,000 - was
sent to the Eastern Caribbean District Overseer to
assist with the hurricane relief efforts.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
December 17, 2017
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LOOKING BACK
Sister Daphne Tisdale was appointed as Food
Service Captain. Her vision is Fellowship,
Service, Team Work, and that God be glorified.

We thank God for Sis. Azaria Charles who has faithfully served at our
church in our Youth Ministry, Worship Arts Ministry, Audio / Video &
Multi-Media Department. She has been a blessing wherever she has
served and has generously shared her gifts and talents in the work of
the Lord. May God continually bless and keep her as she relocates to
Portland, OR where she now serves at our headquarters church.

Sister Hazel Bartlett retires as our Food Service Captain
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MOVING FORWARD
Sister Melza Smith was appointed as President of our
Women's Ministry. Her vision is a deeper fellowship between
young and elderly women and to gauge the women of
tomorrow in women ministry programs

Congratulations to
Rev. & Mrs. Heraclio J. Wyatt, Sr.
who wed on Saturday, December 30, 2017.
May the years ahead be filled with
everlasting joy.

We thank God for Sister Mildred
Henriquez who is one of our many 'senior
treasures' in our congregation. As we look
back down through the years, truly the
Lord has blessed her! She not only has a
beautiful testimony of salvation, but she
has also been gifted with many talents

We thank God for her gift of poetry, play
writing and her painting artistic abilities.
As we move forward into a new year, may
God continue to richly bless and keep
her! Here are a few samples of her
beautiful artwork.
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that some of us may not be aware of.
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YOUTH TRIP TO THE MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE
"It felt as if we literally walked into the Bible."
On November 17th, one of the greatest museums of the
world opened. This museum would tell the history,
story, and impact of the most popular book of all time -the Bible. Our Youth Department, along with some of
the youth from the Washington, DC church, had the
privilege of attending the Museum of the Bible on its
opening weekend.
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As we entered the museum, it felt as if we literally
walked into the Bible! We were greeted by a 40-foot tall
bronze museum door which had the first few pages of
the Bible inscribed in Latin. What an awesome sight!
In an imaginative way, the museum displayed the Bible
and it's relation and influence to the world and
throughout history. Throughout the 430,000 square feet
and eight-floors, the museum had a number of
interactive stations, displays and many short
instructional videos that illustrated the Bible's use and
relevance.

One memorable exhibit, called Washington Revelations, was a
virtual 4D tour of Washington, DC. It revealed the Bible’s
presence in inscriptions, landmarks and monuments across
the nation's capitol.
Another striking exhibit was The World of Jesus the Nazareth.
It demonstrated life in ancient Nazareth. The exhibit
featured public village life including: an animal courtyard, a
wine press, a well and towering olive trees. There were also
live museum actors throughout the exhibit that were wearing
authentic clothing of the land and time.
The Bible museum is an adventure. Just like visiting any other
museum, one trip is not enough to experience all the museum
has to offer. They say if you spent 8 hours a day at the
museum, it would still take 9 days to read every placard, see
every artifact, and experience every activity in the museum.
This museum is for all ages and everyone leaves in awe - you
want to come back again to see what you missed and just to
experience what you saw previously again.

By narration, we learned about the life of
carpentry in ancient Nazareth - similar to the
lifestyle Jesus lived.

The LED screen in the grand lobby. It is made
of 555 panels that run 140 feet. It holds views
of cathedral murals and stained glass.

The Bible influenced movies, comics, books,
and historical events. This exhibit highlights
some of those influences.

A prison cell encapsulates stories of lives
being changed positively by the Bible through
biblical prison outreach.

This exhibit highlighted the many influences
the Bible has had on the books across the
world throughout the ages.

This interactive table shows how families
across the world say grace and participate in
Bible reading around a meal.
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Service Times
Wednesday
12:00 pm - Noonday Prayer and Bible Study
6:30 pm - Prayer and Bible Study
Friday
7:30 pm - Youth Night
Sunday
8:00 am - Morning Worship Service
9:30 am - Sunday School
11:00 am - Morning Worship Service

